
Holocaust Museum to be inaugurated in Oporto 

 

[INSERT LEAD] 

On January 20th the new Holocaust Museum (presentation here: https://youtu.be/eg2mio5GbAA) 

will start with a sentimental ceremony, opened by Dias Ben Zion, President of the Jewish Community 

of Oporto, and by Rui Moreira, Oporto’s Mayor. It will be attended by the ambassadors of the 

countries that participated in the Second World War and Israel, Karel Fracapane (UNESCO Focal 

Point for Holocaust Education), Ambassador Luíz Barreiros (Head of the Portuguese delegation to 

the IHRA – International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance), Marta Santos País, commissioner of the 

Projeto Nunca Esquecer - Programa Nacional em torno da Memória do Holocausto (Never Forget 

Project – National Programme for Remembrance of the Holocaust), the Bishop of Oporto and the 

President of the Muslim community of this city. The Government will be represented by the 

Secretary of State for Culture. 

The Oporto Holocaust Museum was created by the Jewish Community of Oporto and portrays Jewish 

life before the Holocaust, Nazism, Nazi expansion in Europe, the Ghettos, refugees, concentration, 

labour and extermination camps, the Final Solution, the Death Marches, Liberation, the Jewish 

population in the post-war period, the Foundation of the State of Israel, Winning or dying of hunger, 

The Righteous among Nations. 

On 27 January 27th, to celebrate the International Day in Memory of Holocaust Victims, the Museum 

will be visited by a large number of students from schools in the region of Porto.  

Under the auspices of members of the Oporto Jewish community whose parents, grandparents and 

relatives were victims of the Holocaust, the Oporto Holocaust Museum will develop cooperation 

partnerships with Holocaust museums in Moscow, Hong Kong, the United States and Europe, 

contributing to a memory that cannot be erased.  

Charles Kaufman, President of human rights organisation B'nai B'rith International, underlines the 

important role of the new Museum: "This impressive Holocaust Museum is a testimony to Jewish 

heritage and resilience. May it serve as a beacon for Portugal and the rest of Europe". 

The Oporto Holocaust Museum invests in teaching, professional training of educators, as well as in the 

promotion of exhibitions, encouraging and supporting research. Through the Museum the community 

member, Jonathan Lackman, wishes to follow in Porto the role that grandparents had in the USA for 

the preservation of the Holocaust memory: "My grandfather ran away from Treblinka and my 

grandmother was rescued with typhus from the Bergen-Belsen camp in northern Germany, where 

Anne Frank died. I will always tell their story". 

In this new Museum visitors will have the opportunity to visit the reproduction of the Auschwitz 

dormitories, as well as a name room, a flame memorial, cinema, conference room, study centre, 

corridors with the complete narrative and, in the image of the Washington Museum, photographs and 

screens showing real footage about the before, during and after the tragedy.  

"The construction of the Holocaust Museum in Oporto received a substantial donation from a 

Portuguese Sephardic family from South East Asia who were victims of a Japanese concentration camp 

during World War II" reveals CIP/CJP treasurer Michael Rothwell, himself a descendant of Holocaust 

victims. "My grandparents were good German patriots - my great-uncles really gave their lives for their 

country in World War I - and they loved a country that was also theirs. With Nazism they found 

https://youtu.be/eg2mio5GbAA


themselves accused of unwanted foreigners, they were transported like cattle to Auschwitz, separated 

from each other, targets of all the violence and there they died". 

In 2013, the Jewish community in Oporto shared with the Holocaust Museum in Washington all its 

archives concerning refugees who had passed through the city of Oporto. These archives, now 

returned to the city, include official documents, testimonies, letters and hundreds of individual files. 

Two Sifrei Torah (rolls of the Torah) offered to the synagogue in Porto by refugees who had arrived in 

the city with their lives undone are also on display at the Museum. 

 

WHY HAVE A HOLOCAUST MUSEUM IN OPORTO? 

- Because the national project “Never Forget” about the Holocaust memory includes contributions 

from civil society and many members of the Jewish community of Oporto are also victims because 

their parents, grandparents and relatives were direct victims of the Holocaust. 

- Because it is important to honour the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance and share with 

society at large all the documents and objects left by the refugees at Oporto Synagogue during the 

Second World War. 

- Because the Council of Europe has exhorted all Member-States to fight anti-Semitism and because 

the new Museum will be part of the strategy of the CIP/CJP, which in partnership with the Israeli 

embassy in Portugal each year organises courses for teachers at the Jewish Museum of Oporto and 

school visits to the Kadoorie Synagogue, and it has also produced historical films on the inquisition 

within the scope of an interreligious project with Oporto Diocese. 

 

THE MUSEUM’S EDUCATIONAL MISSION: 

The curator of the Jewish Museum of Oporto, historian Hugo Vaz, who received trained at Yad Vashem 

in Israel, says: “We expect to receive about 10 thousand students each year, the same number that 

visited the synagogue before the pandemic.” 

The Holocaust Museum of Oporto has an educational mission which includes teaching, career training 

for educators, exhibitions, and encouraging and supporting research.  

"It is important to teach the Holocaust in Portugal. At school my brother and I were the only Jews. The 

Holocaust was never taught or addressed, and few people knew anything about it" - Dara Jeffries, 

Audit Committee, Jewish Community of Oporto. 

 

TESTIMONIES OF MEMBERS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OPORTO: 

– Luísa Cymerman Finkelstein (oldest member): 

 “For some members of my family life ended in the extermination camps, and others were shot by 

firing squads after being forced to dig a mass grave.”  

  

– Eta Rabinowicz Pressman Wright (member): 



"My mother’s sister and brothers were all killed, their children too. In one case, the porter of the 

building wanted to save the children but they refused and said they wanted to go with their parents. 

They also died. The only surviving brother was imprisoned by the Soviets in a gulag in Siberia.”  

  

– Deborah Lieberman Wolfrid Elijah, Jewish Community of Oporto (Board member) 

“The Holocaust must be recounted by the victims. My mother was an orphan when she reached 

Argentina and my father was forced to play the violin in Theresienstadt propaganda camp. I had no 

grandparents when I was born. They were all executed in Poland, after their heads were shaved, 

numbers were tattooed on their arms and they were used as slave labour.”  

  

– Michael Leo Rothwell, Jewish Community of Oporto (Board member) 

""My grandparents were good German patriots and loved their country. Two of my great-uncles gave 

their lives for the Fatherland during the First World War. When the Nazis came to power, my 

grandparents became unwanted aliens. In 1943 they were transported like cattle to Auschwitz, split 

up, subject to every possible abuse and murdered". 

  

– Jonathan Lackman, Jewish Community of Oporto (member) 

“My grandfather escaped from Treblinka and my grandmother, who had typhus, was rescued from 

Bergen-Belsen camp in northern Germany, where Anne Frank died. I will always share their stories.” 

  

– Isabel Lopes, Jewish Community of Oporto (Vice President) 

 “Some members of the community travelled a number of times to the Pyrenees to bring refugees 

safely back to Oporto. My grandfather always invited refugees for lunch and dinner, saying to my 

grandmother: "There’s always room for one more!"  

 

About the Oporto Jewish Community 

http://jewishcommunityofoporto.blogspot.com 

The Kadoorie Mekor Haim Synagogue is the largest in the Iberian Peninsula and the Jewish Community 

of Porto has about 500 members from over 30 countries. It has a Jewish museum, a Holocaust 

museum, a Jewish cinema and cooperation partnerships with the Portuguese State, the Israeli 

Embassy in Portugal, B'nai B'rith International, Anti Difamation League, Keren Hayesod, Chabad 

Lubavitch, as well as with the Diocese of Porto and the Islamic Cultural Centre of Porto. 
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